
Topics and contributors include:  

Introduction Mike Featherstone and Couze Venn

Metaconcepts
Classification Roy Boyne
Scientific Classification John Dupré
Generative Classifications Luciana Parisi
The Collection Couze Venn
Classification and Human Language Mark Donohue
Classification in French Social Theory Derek Robbins 
Rubbish, Etcetera Couze Venn 
The Unclassifiable Maria Esther Maciel

Language John Phillips and Ryan Bishop
Rhetoric Roy Sellars
Writing Steve Clark 
The Politics of Metaphor Don Miller 
Language and Nation Ismail Talib
Ethnopoetics Dell Hymes

Translation Naoki Sakai
The Possibility of Translation Saranindranath Tagore
Translation: Politics and Ethics Couze Venn
Translation in China Fan Jinghua

Logic(s) Bryan S Turner
The Logic of Possible Worlds Neil Turnbull
The Religious Roots of Mathematics C.K. Raju 
Logic of Knowledge John Phillips

Assemblage George Marcus and Erkan Saka
A Note on Assemblage Couze Venn
Agencement/Assemblage John Phillips

As the journal Theory, Culture & Society approaches its 25th Anniversary in 2007, members of the TCS 
editorial board, along with colleagues in East and South-East Asia and other parts of the world, have been 
working on a new ambitious undertaking: the New Encyclopaedia Project. The TCS special issue ‘Problematizing 
Global Knowledge’ is our first venture in ‘encyclopaedic explorations’ which outlines our concern to begin to 
rethink knowledge under the impact of globalization and digitalization. The issue will feature over 150 entries 
and supplements on a range of topics which are addressed in terms of their relevance to knowledge formation, 
by contributors writing from a wide range of perspectives and different parts of the world. The entries and 
supplements are gathered under three main headings: metaconcepts, metanarratives and sites and institutions.

The issue is edited by Mike Featherstone, Couze Venn, Ryan Bishop and John Phillips, with Pal Ahluwalia,  
Roy Boyne, Beng Huat Chua, John Hutnyk, Scott Lash, Maria Esther Maciel, George Marcus, Aihwa Ong,  
Roland Robertson, Bryan Turner, Shiv Visvanathan, Shunya Yoshimi.
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Complexity John Urry
Autopoesis Jakob Arnoldi

Time Barbara Adam
Social Time Sebastian Olma
Event Mariam Fraser
Chronotope Luis Alberto Brandão
Contingency Marcio Seligmann-Silva

Space Nigel Thrift
Knowing Space Rob Shields
Mobility and the City Brenda Yeoh
Junk Space Bobby Chong Thai Wong and Ryan Bishop

Science Celia Roberts and Adrian Mackenzie
Alternative science Shiv Visvanathan
Knowledge as Ecology Susantha Goonatilake
Science, Technology and Society Michael M. J. Fischer
The Human Sciences Sam Whimster
Islam and Knowledge Bobby Sayyid
Enlightenment (Zen Buddhist) John Whalen-Bridge
Ignorance Ryan Bishop and John Phillips 

Discipline Bryan Turner
The Knowledge Apparatus Ryan Bishop and John Phillips 
A Note on Knowledge Couze Venn
Deconstruction John Phillips
Critique Kiyoshi Abe� 

Poetic Knowledge Rajeev Patke
Everyday Knowledge Michael Gardiner
Tacit Knowledge Rod Watson
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Gendering Knowledge Ann Brooks
Performative Knowledge Vikki Bell
Matrixial Trans-subjectivity Bracha L. Ettinger

Body Bryan Turner
Embodied Habitus Shun Inoue
Transgender Constantina Papoulias
Body Image/Body without Image Mike Featherstone

The Aesthetic Richard Shusterman
The Aesthetic in Colonial India Tania Roy 
Skin Aesthetics Leora Farber
Aesthetics: Analogue and Digital Sean Cubitt
Persian Poesis Michael M. J. Fischer

Technology Scott McQuire
Technologies of Surveillance Kiyoshi Abe
Pleasures of Technology Gunalan Nadarajan

Information Shunya Yoshimi
Copyright Anne Barron
Simulation Nick Gane
Virtualities Rob Shields
The Concept of Information Tiziana Terranova

Media Arjen Mulder
Media Theory Mark Hansen

Network Joost van Loon
Social Network in East Asia Shujiro Yazawa
Protocol Alex Galloway
Hackers McKenzie Wark

Life: Vitalism Scott Lash
Life – After Canguilhem Paul Rabinow and Carlo Caduff
The Determination of Life Steve Brown
Biopolitics John Marks
Experience Scott Lash
Lifeworld Austin Harrington
Leben Josef Bleicher
Animation/Re-animation Ryan Bishop
Nature Phil Macnaghten

Culture John Hutnyk
Culture Alive Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak
Culture and Cultural Analysis Michael M. J. Fischer
Bildung Josef Bleicher
Bunka David Buist
Postcolonial Cultures Rajeev Patke
Cultural Policy and Cultural Diversity Raj Isar

Violence Ryan Bishop and John Phillips

Metanarratives
Genealogies of the Global Mike Featherstone
Globalizations Boaventura de Sousa Santos
Global Assemblages Steve Collier
Mundialization/Globalization Renato Ortiz
Culture and Global Systems Jonathan Friedman
Global History Bruce Mazlish
East and West in Global History John Hobson
Oriental Globalization Jan Nederveen Pieterse
Globalization with a European Face Hermann Schwengel
America Djelal Kadir

Civilization Roland Robertson
Civilizationalism Kuan-Hsing Chen
Civilizing Processes Stephen Mennell
Posthuman Nick Gane
The Inhuman Neal Curtis

Religion Bryan Turner
The Gift and the Given John Milbank
Religion and Non-Hierarchy Robbie B. H. Goh
Religious Sites Robbie B. H. Goh
Law and Religion Bryan Turner
Justice Neal Curtis

Modernity Couze Venn and Mike Featherstone
Modernism and Contemporary Art Nikos Papastergiadis
Singapore’s Routes to Modernity Chua Beng Huat
The Body and Modernity in China Li Shiqiao
Anthropology and Japanese Modernity Kaori Sugishita

The Enlightenment Couze Venn
Cosmopolitanism  
Vernacular Cosmopolitanisms Pnina Werbner

Mutations in Citizenship Aihwa Ong
The Political Jeremy Valentine
Global Sovereignty Suhail Malik
Democracy to ComeIrving Goh
Global Democracy Heikki Patomäki
Global Civil Society Jeffrey Alexander
International Law Tony Woodiwiss
Globalization of American Law David A. Westbrook
Cyberlaw in Japan Itsuko Yamaguchi

Nation Shiv Visvanathan
Race Pal Ahluwalia
Ethnicity, Sexuality and Globalization Joanne Nagel
Race Science Charis Thompson

Market Karin Knorr Cetina

Sites and Institutions
University Andrew Wernick
Global University Ryan Bishop
Rebranding Harvard Andrew Wernick
Transparency and Teaching Graham Allen
Research Ryan Bishop
Research – China Li Shiqiao
Hospital Bryan Turner

Library Sean Cubitt
Archive Mike Featherstone
Museum Kevin Hetherington
The New Museum Kylie Message

The Public Sphere Klaus Eder
The Japanese ‘Public Sphere:’ the Kugai Tatsuro Hanada
‘The Public’ in Japan Kaori Hayashi
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