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      This is a thoughtful and sometimes challenging elaboration of some of the key concepts in contemporary family studies.   In each of the forty-eight short essays, the reader will find a theoretically informed and cross-referenced guide to the major themes that have constituted this highly significant area of the social sciences.   Students and researchers will want to have this book close to hand, not simply as a reference work but as a stimulus to critical social analysis
David H J Morgan
Emeritus Professor of Sociology, University of Manchester



  
              


    
      



 


 
      Excellent text which supports students studying childhood and families.




  
          Mrs Justine Gallagher




              


    
      



 


 
      This is a useful set of essays which are proving very useful to social policy students with a particular interest in families.  It sets out clearly and succinctly the theories, issues and controversies around families today, in an  informative and provocative style.




  
          Dr Sue Vella




              


    
      



 


 
      This is a useful and informative book that can be used as background reading for undegraduate nursing students to help understand the concept of family in preparation for their practice experiences.




  
          Mrs Amie Hodges




              


    
      



 


 
      This collection of key concepts is particularly useful for students learning to conduct social policy analysis who have had limited exposure to family studies.  It offers a clear exposition of contemporary debates in the field and makes very useful suggestions for further readings for students wishing to deepen their knowledge on any of the 48 concepts covered. It is culturally sensitive and avoids the pitfall of value-laden analysis , clarifying and challenging assumptions in a manner that is bound to be very useful for students of policy analysis.




  
          Dr Sue Vella




              


    
      



 


 
      Excellent text




  
          Dr Caroline Lohmann-Hancock




              


    
      



 


 
      I think this will be a very useful resource for students as they take my course on Sociology of the Family this autumn, and will be a good complement to the other text I have adopted.




  
          Dr Jane Gray




              


    
      



 


 
      This is a reference book and can only accompany a more comprehensive text or other readings that are the focus of a course.




  
           Denise Deutschlander




              


    
      



 


 
      The text is a detailed, and thorough exploration of family issues. It will be used within the lifespan development module, to enable students to explore the subject within the context of family work. I will also recommend it for other modules within the social work degree course, such as Every Child Matters.




  
          Mr Dave Mason




              


    
      



 


 
      Useful reference book in a library, but insufficient detail to be adopted for a course.




  
          Mr Martin Harmer
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