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      Overall, the book is an impressive and provocative achievement. A brief summary cannot do justice to the wealth of detail and subtlety of argument contained in the pages. Among the many important themes explored in the book perhaps the most significant is the enduring presence of the prison within the political landscape of the last three decades. Indeed, one of the major strengths of the book is the way each of the substantive chapters has a nuanced grasp of the ideological struggles surrounding crime and punishment within both Conservative and New Labour administrations.



  
              


    
      



 


 
      A fantastic text that offers not only a supplementary overview to the prison system, but offers the level of critical discussion needed for third year students. I found this text very enjoyable to read and recommend it to any penologist.




  
          Mr Lewis Simpson




              


    
      



 


 
      A must for students of penal institutions




  
          Mr William Graham




              


    
      



 


 
      A leading authoritive text on the the current strategy of punishment of the poor and the powerless. Inciting discussion, debate and critique. A must read for any undergraduate seeking to evaluate the impact of discrimination in state responses to crime, control and regulation.




  
          Miss Gillian Dickinson




              


    
      



 


 
      An excellent book which I read from cover to cover in a day and a half.  Beautifully written and scholarly in style it offers an incisive critical analysis of the development of penal policy in Britain since the mid-1970s.  This is well worth recommending to students who may not have a full understanding of the political contexts in which penal policies have been developed.  As such it will assist them to offer more scope to their essay and exam answers on the subject of punishment.




  
          Mr Andrew Henley




              


    
      



 


 
      The content was easy to read and comprehensive.




  
          Miss Frances Jackson




              


    
      



 


 
      An excellent text that addresses many important and complex issues and debates within penal policy.




  
          Ms Helen Arnold




              


    
      



 


 
      An interesting read which poses some key areas of thought for undergradute students studying this subject.

I will be putting this on a recommended reading list for one module




  
          Miss Laura Firth




              


    
      



 


 
      The author presents key developments and discussions in penal practice in a logical and systematic manner, with an emphasis on the chronological developments in the use of custody. The politicisation of imprisonment that is articulated in this text are pertinent to current reforms in penal thought, and therefore this serves as an essential source for those studying contemporary criminal justice practices. An excellent text for undergraduate and post graduate learners as well as scholars




  
          Dr Paul Taylor




              


    
      



 


 
      An excellent text which covers its topic in an informative and critically challenging manner.




  
          Dr John Martyn Chamberlain




              


    
      



 


 
      This book provides a fascinating insight into penal politics and whilst this will be purchased for the library for a course I currently teach on it is not essential reading.




  
          Ms Lesley Spiers




              


    
      



 


 
      A critical reader for level 3 undersgraduates studying penology and post graduate students




  
          Ms Helen Poole




              


    
      



 


 
      This book provides a scholarly and indepth analysis that makes an essential contribution ot any critical analysis of imprisonment. It is and will continue to be a vital text for our criminology students.




  
          Mr William Jackson




              


    
      



 


 
      An excellent and comprehensive text.




  
          Miss Jennifer Phipps
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